
Borrowing & Downloading Library eBooks  
for Your Kobo eReader 

Step 1: Install Kobo Software  
-If you haven’t installed the Kobo eReader software on your 
computer already, connect your eReader to your computer 
using the USB cord.  (If you have already installed the Kobo 
desktop software, you may  proceed to step 2.) When a dialog 
box opens to start the installation, select Open folder to view 
files.  (If a dialog box does not pop up automatically to start 
the installation, open My Computer on your Desktop and click 
KOBOeReader.) 

 

-Next, click on the Desktop Installers 
folder.  
 
-Click the folder that corresponds with  
the type of computer you own: Select 
Mac OS X for a Mac computer, or 
Windows for a PC.  
 
-Click on Kobo DesktopInstaller to begin 
the downloading process. When the 
Kobo software has finished 
downloading, it will launch 
automatically. You may click Sign In or 
Create An Account at this time, but 
creating a Kobo account is not required 
to borrow books from the library.  
 

 

 



 

 

Step 2: Download Adobe Digital Editions 
(ADE)  and activate the software 
 
-To download this free software, go to 
www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions 
and click Download now on the right-hand 
side of the page. (Note: To use Adobe Digital 
Editions (ADE), Adobe Flash Player must be 
installed on your computer).  Follow the 
necessary steps onscreen to download ADE. 
  
-After ADE is installed, you will be prompted to 
enter an Adobe ID to activate the software on 
your computer. You may enter an existing 
Adobe ID if you already have one, or create a 
new one by visiting 
https://www.adobe.com/cfusion/membership
/index.cfm?nl=1&nf=1 and clicking Create an 
Adobe Account on the left-hand side of the 
page. 

- Using an Adobe ID will allow you to download and 
read eBooks on multiple computers and/or devices.  An 
Adobe ID is required to transfer eBooks from your 
computer to your eReader. 
 
-When you connect your eReader to your computer 
and open ADE for the first time, you will be prompted 
to authorize your Kobo eReader by following the 
instructions onscreen and clicking Activate.   After you 
have authorized your eReader,  it will appear under the 
Bookshelves tab at the pane on the left side in ADE 
whenever your eReader is connected to your computer. 
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Step 3:  Search for & Download eBooks 
-To browse or search for eBooks, you may access the 
OverDrive/Digital Media Downloads website via the library’s 
website at www.cbrl.ca/Overdrive/OverdriveResources.asp.  
Scroll down and click on the green Sign In/Enter button. 
Login to the website using your library card barcode and 
PIN.  Use the search box to search for books by title or 
author, or browse lists of popular titles or new additions by 
clicking on Collections at the left side of the page. 

  
  
 

 

 
  

 
  

 -To download an eBook, select a title 
that you would like to check out. If the 
item is available, click Add to Digital 
Bookbag to begin the checkout 
process. (If it is not currently available, 
click Place a hold to receive an e-mail 
notification when the item becomes 
available.) 
 
-After confirming the borrowing 
period for the item and proceeding 
with the check out, click Download to 
download the book to your computer. 
A dialog box will pop up and ask you 
whether you want to open or save the 
file. Choose to open the file with 
Adobe Digital Editions.  

http://www.cbrl.ca/Overdrive/OverdriveResources.asp
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 Step 4: Transfer eBooks to your Kobo eReader  
 
 -Your downloaded eBook should now appear 

in Reading View when you open Adobe Digital 
Editions. Select the bookshelf icon in the top 
left-hand corner to switch to Library View.  In 
Library View, you can transfer eBooks from 
your computer to your eReader.  

 
 -Connect your eReader to your computer. The 

eReader’s screen may display a message 
asking if you want to Keep Reading or 
Manage Library.  Select Manage Library.  
Click on the icon of the eBook that you have 
downloaded and drag and drop it to the 
KOBOeReader icon under Bookshelves. You 
may now disconnect your eReader from your 
computer.  To disconnect safely, close Adobe 
Digital Editions and open My Computer on 
your Desktop. Right-click KOBOeReader and 
select eject. Enjoy reading your eBooks! 

 

 
For further assistance with downloading eBooks, 
please visit the CBRL’s Digital Media Downloads  

website and FAQS at 
http://cbrl.ca/Overdrive/OverdriveResources.asp  
If you can’t find an answer to your question there, 
please contact the CBRL’s OverDrive specialist via 

email:  
cbrl-support@nssc.library.ns.ca 
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