
OverDrive is a service that lets library 
patrons download and enjoy eBooks and 
audiobooks. There are no overdue fines with 
digital books because they automatically 
expire on their due date.  To get started with 
OverDrive, all you need is your CBRL library 
card and access to the internet. 
 

Cape Breton Regional Library Now Offers eBooks and Audiobooks 
Through its OverDrive Digital Media Download Service 

eBooks are offered in Adobe PDF and 
Adobe EPUB formats. They can be viewed 
on most computers, as well as several 
popular eBook readers, such as the Kobo 
and the Sony Reader.   
 
Digital Audiobooks are offered in MP3 
and WMA (Windows Media Audio) 
formats. They can be listened to on most 
computers and most mp3 players and 
compatible 
devices.  
 
To use eBooks and/or audiobooks, you 
must download and install free software 
from the Digital Media 
Downloads/OverDrive website. 
 
To learn more about using OverDrive, and to 
find out if your computer or digital device is  
compatible, visit the Getting Started and FAQ 
sections on the CBRL Digital Media 
Downloads/OverDrive resource page.  If you 
have further questions, please email  
cbrl-support@nssc.library.ns.ca or phone  
562-3161. 

How to Experience OverDrive 
From Home: You can download and view 
both eBooks and Audiobooks from home, 
or using a wireless connection with your 
laptop or wireless device. First, you will 
have to download and install software from 
the Digital Media Downloads/OverDrive 
website. There are instructions on how to 
do this in the Quick Start Guide on the 
following page. 
 
From the Library: Due to copyright issues, 
at this time you are only able to download 
audiobooks from library computers. To do 
so, simply bring in your audio device (e.g. a 
compatible mp3 player or ipod), register for 
a library computer and connect your device 
to the computer. Go to the Digital 
Media/OverDrive website and follow the 
steps to browse, checkout and download 
an audiobook as outlined in the Quick Start 
Guide. You do not need to download any 
software to use OverDrive in the library. 

It all starts on the library website 
at www.cbrl.ca 
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Step 1: Download free software 
Go to the Digital Media Downloads/OverDrive website from the library website 
at http://www.cbrl.ca/Overdrive/OverDriveResources.asp.  Scroll down and 
click the green sign in/enter button.  Then look on the right-hand side of the 
page under the heading Digital Software and download and install the 
necessary software.  
-If you want to read eBooks on your personal computer or if you have an eReader device 
(e.g. Kobo eReader, Kobo Touch, or Sony Reader), download and install Adobe Digital 
Editions on your computer. 
- If you want to listen to audiobooks on your computer or iPod/mp3 player or if you want 
to access eBooks and/or audiobooks using a tablet device* (e.g. Kobo Vox or iPad) 
download and install OverDrive Media Console.   
*Download the OverDrive Media Console application directly to your tablet device. 

 
Step 2: Authorize and update your software 
-You will be prompted to activate your eBook software using an Adobe ID. 
Follow the steps to create an Adobe ID if you do not already have one. 
-You may need to download a Windows Media Player security update to use 
OverDrive Media Console. 
 
Step 3: Sign In and browse or search for eBooks and audiobooks 
-On the Digital Media Downloads/OverDrive website 
(www.cbrl.ca/Overdrive/OverdriveResources.asp), click the green sign in/enter 
button and sign in using your library card barcode (the number on the back of 
your library card with no spaces) and PIN (the last four digits of the phone 
number you provided when you registered for a library card). 
-Browse or search the OverDrive webs site for the eBooks and/or audiobooks 
you want! 
 

Step 4: Check out, download and enjoy! 
 -You may have up to ten eBooks and/or audiobooks checked out at any given 
time.  For most items, you can select the loan period that works best for you: 
either 1, 2 or 3 weeks! 

 
For more information or troubleshooting, check out the FAQs and help resources on our website 

at http://www.cbrl.ca/Overdrive/OverdriveResources.asp  
 

First Time Using OverDrive:  
Quick Start Guide 
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