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Guide

By Rebecca Boulter
June 24w, 2008

Purpose

The subject of Genealogy is becoming more popular as people are increasingly interested in
finding their roots and tracing their family tree. The Cape Breton Regional Library is an
excellent resource for genealogical information, but the information on this topic is spread
throughout various parts of the library. The purpose of this subject guide is to assist patrons in
starting their research by locating information on genealogy from the variety of resources
available.

Scope

The information needs of individuals embarking on genealogical research can be diverse. This
guide is focussed on the beginning stages of genealogical research. Please remember that further
materials on the history of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia are also available from the Cape
Breton Regional Library. Additional resources available from the Cape Breton Regional Library
that may be of assistance include newspapers and some census data on microfilm.

Basic Search Tips

The following are some useful terms for subject searches on the topic of Genealogy. When using
our catalogue, either in the library or from home, simply select “subject” from the drop down
menu and enter one of the following as your search term. If you cannot locate what you are
looking for, please check with a staff member for further assistance. Do not forget that you can
place holds or renew books online.

Canada Genealogy

Cape Breton Island Genealogy
Genealogy Methodology
Genealogy

Nova Scotia Genealogy
Obituaries Nova Scotia
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http://ibistro.library.ns.ca/uhtbin/cgisirsi/ORQc56z10W/CBBAD/320390033/60/502/X
http://www.cbrl.ca/services/cardhowto.asp

Reference Tools

Here are some books found in the reference section that may be helpful. The location is
listed as AREF. These items cannot be borrowed from the library, but can be
photocopied as per conditions set forth by the Canadian Copyright Act.
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Birk, Hans Dietrich. Heraldic/genealogical almanac (1988), 929.6 BIR

Council of Nova Scotia Archives. Genealogy source: where to find genealogical
information in Nova Scotia, 929.1 GEN

Lewis, W. Ralph. The Lewis family of Louisburg: the descendants of William Walter
Lewis (1862-1946) and Naomi Melissa Spencer (1866-1927), who were married June 23,
1890 at Mira, Cape Breton and dwelt the rest of their lives in Louisburg: their families,
ancestors and descendants, 929.2 LEW

Mennie-de Varennes, Kathleen. Annotated bibliography of genealogical works in Canada
= Bibliographie annotée d'ouvrages généalogiques au Canada, 929.1016 MEN
National Library of Canada. Reference sources for Canadian genealogy, 929.371 NAT
Taylor, Ryan. The Canadian genealogical sourcebook, 929.1 TAY

Adult Collection

Here are a selection of books found in the adult section that may be helpful. The location is
listed as ANF. These items can be borrowed from the library. Look for other books on the same
topic to be shelved together according to the Dewey number.
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Vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1855-1856,929.3716 VIT

Atkinson, Heather Doane. Land of my fathers: Shelburne County, Nova Scotia's early
Welsh families, 971.625 ATK

Baxter, Angus. In search of your Canadian roots: tracing your family tree in Canada,
929.10971 BAX

Baxter, Angus. In search of your British & Irish roots: a complete guide to tracing your
English, Welsh, Scottish, & Irish ancestors, 929.1 BAX

Beaton Institute of Cape Breton Studies. 4 guide to the genealogical holdings at the
Beaton Institute, 929.3 BEA

Beaton, Stanley N. Eoghan Dubh: a pioneer's family: a genealogical tracing of the
descendants of Hugh and Mary MacEachen, pioneer settlers of Mabou, 929.2 BEA
Bevan, Amanda. Tracing your ancestors in the Public Record Office, 929.341 BEV
Burroughs, Tony. Black roots: a beginner's guide to tracing the African American family
tree, 929.1 BUR

Campbell, James Albert. The Campbells of Red Islands and their kin, 929.2 CAM
Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo. 4 genealogist's guide to discovering your female ancestors:
special strategies for uncovering hard-to-find information about your female lineage,
929.1 CAR

Croom, Emily Anne. The genealogist's companion and sourcebook, 929.1 CRO

Croom, Emily Anne. The sleuth book for genealogists: strategies for more successful



family history research, 929.1 CRO

Crowe, Elizabeth Powell. Genealogy online, 929.1 CRO

Crowdis, Patricia West. Genealogy of the Mark Crowdis family of Cape Breton, Nova
Scotia, 1752-2000 and extended families: 2002 supplement, 929.2 CRO

Davison, James Doyle. William of Pleasant Valley: his family, church, and community in
nineteenth century Cornwallis Township, Kings County, Nova Scotia, 971.634 DAV
Douglas, Althea. Here be dragons!: navigating the hazards found in Canadian family
research: a guide for genealogists: with some uncommon useful knowledge, 929.1 DOU
Dunlop, Allan C. Census of Nova Scotia, 1827, Census of District of Pictou, 1818, 312
CEN

Elliot, Noel Montgomery. Finding anyone anywhere anywhen, 929.1 ELL

Fowler, Simon. Tracing Scottish ancestors, 929.2 FOW

Galford, Ellen. The genealogy handbook: the complete guide to tracing your family tree,
929.1 GAL

Gill, Anton. Who do you think you are?: trace your family history back to the Tudors,
929.1072 GIL

Glendale Gaelic and Historical Society. Cuir is buain: a genealogical history of Glendale
and neighbouring communities, 929.2 CUI

Gould, Helen Weaver. Corbett family history: descendants of the pioneer, David Corbett,
of Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, including the family of his wife, Elizabeth
MacKenzie, 929.3 GOU

Helm, Matthew. Genealogy online for dummies, 929.1 HEL

Hendrickson, Nancy. Finding your roots online, 929.1 HEN

Herber, Mark D. Ancestral trails: the complete guide to British genealogy and family
history, 929.1 HER

Hinckley, Kathleen W. Locating lost family members & friends: modern genealogical
research techniques for locating the people of your past and present, 929.1 HIN
Hodges, Graham Russell. The Black loyalist directory: African Americans in exile after
the American Revolution, 973.049 BLA

Howard, Mildred. Early Cape Breton newspapers: Volumes 1-5,929.37169 HOW
Howard, Mildred. Census of Cape Breton Island, Province of Nova Scotia, 1838-1841,
92937169 HOW

Jackson, Elva E. Cape Breton and the Jackson kith and kin, 929.2 JAC

Jacquard, Carol. The Argyle Township books (Nova Scotia): record book, 929.371631
JAC

James, Alwyn. Scottish roots: the step-by-step guide to tracing your Scottish ancestors,
929.1 JAM

Jonas, Linda. 4 genealogist's guide to discovering your Scottish ancestors, 929.1 JON
Kempthorne, Charley. For all time: a complete guide to writing your family history,
929.1 KEM

MacCormack, John R. Highland heritage and freedom's quest: three centuries of
MacCarmaics in Ireland, Scotland, Prince Edward Island and West Lake Ainslie, Nova
Scotia, 929.2 MacC

McClure, Rhonda R. The genealogist's computer companion, 025.06929 MCC
MacDonald, Donald. Cape North and vicinity: pioneer families, history and chronicles,
including Pleasant Bay, Bay St. Lawrence, Aspy Bay, White Point, New Haven and Neil's
Harbour, 929.2 MACD



. McGillivray, Francis Xavier. Family history of Donald McGillivray and his descendents,
929.2 MCG

. MacMillan, A. J. 4 west wind to East Bay: a short history and a genealogical tracing of
the pioneer families of the East Bay area of Cape Breton, 929.2 MACM

. MacMillan, A. J. To the Hill of Boisdale : a short history and a genealogical tracing of

the pioneer families of Boisdale, Cape Breton, and the surrounding areas, 929.2 MACM

Macnab, Dorrine Robertson. Loyalist lineages of Canada. Volume 11, 929.2 LOY

McNeil, Maureen Burton. Early Sullivans of Cape Breton, 1800-1850, 929.2 MCN

Macvicar, Wayne., Obituaries from the Sydney post-record 929.37169 MACV

Melanson, Marg. The Melanson story: Acadian family, Acadian times, 929.2 MEL

Melnyk, Marcia Yannizze. The weekend genealogist: timesaving techniques for effective

research. 929.1 MEL

. Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Professional genealogy: a manual for researchers, writers,
editors, lecturers, and librarians, 929.1 SHO

. Nelson, Lynn. 4 genealogist's guide to discovering your Italian ancestors: how to find
and record your unique heritage, 929.1 NEL

. Nicholson, Malcolm John. Genealogy of the Neil MacLeod family Cape Breton pioneers
from Isle of Lewis, Scotland, 1700's - 2005, 929.2 NIC

S Punch, Terrence M. Genealogical research in Nova Scotia, 929.1 PUN
Punch, Terrence M. Genealogist's handbook for Atlantic Canada research, 929.1 GEN

. St. Clair, James O. Birth records of central and western Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia,
1820's and 1830's: from baptism records kept by Rev. John MacLennan, 929.37169 STC

. Szick, Lark Blackburn. Ross family genealogy, 929.2 ROS

. Szick, Lark Blackburn. Sparling Musgrave & other related Loyalist families of Cape
Breton Island, 929.37169 SZ1

. Szick, Lark Blackburn. Settlers of northern Cape Breton, 1800-1996, 929.37169 SZI
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. Taylor, Maureen Alice. Uncovering your ancestry through family photographs, 929.1
TAY
. Williams, Fred. Up country Cape Breton: an index to events in rural Cape Breton as

reported by the Sydney record: 1900-1930, 971.695 WIL

. Wilson, John Archibald Campbell. John Campbell (1798-1883) of Troy, Cape Breton:
teacher, farmer colporteur, elder, 929.2 WIL

S Wright, Esther Clark. Planters and pioneers: Nova Scotia: 1749 to 1775, 929.3716 WRI

Government Documents

The government documents collection also contains sources which can be helpful when
conduction research. The location is listed as GOVF, GOVP, or GOVM. The collection is
separated according to the level of government that has published the item: federal, provincial, or
municipal. The vast majority of these items can be borrowed from the library.

. National Library of Canada. Reference sources for Canadian genealogy, 929.371 NAT



Vertical File

The vertical files are also a source of helpful information. The location is listed

as NSVF or VF. The collection is divided into Nova Scotia specific items in the Nova
Scotia Vertical File and generic items in the regular Vertical File. Items from the Nova
Scotia Vertical File cannot be borrowed from the library. Many items from the generic
Vertical File can be borrowed from the library.

. Genealogy (Vertical File)
. Biography (Nova Scotia Vertical File)

Nova Scotia Collection

This special collection contains many items pertaining to the history and culture of Nova Scotia.
Items in this collection are for in-library use only. The library sometimes also holds circulation
copies of items located in the Nova Scotia Collection. .

. Vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1855-1856,929.3716 VIT

Atkinson, Heather Doane. Land of my fathers: Shelburne County, Nova Scotia's early

Welsh families, 971.625 ATK

Atkinson, Trudy D. Wickens family genealogy research workbook, 929.2 ATK

Atkinson, Trudy D. Shand family genealogy research workbook, 929.2 ATK

Atkinson, Trudy D. Goodwin family genealogy research workbook, 929.2 ATK

Atkinson, Trudy D. Cameron family genealogy research workbook, 929.2 ATK

Atkinson, Trudy D. The Cunningham family genealogy research workbook, 929.2 ATK

Atkinson, Trudy D. Atwood family genealogy research workbook, 929.2 ATK

Beaton Institute of Cape Breton Studies. 4 guide to the genealogical holdings at the

Beaton Institute, 929.3 BEA

. Beaton, Stanley N. Eoghan Dubh": a pioneer's family: a genealogical tracing of the
descendants of Hugh and Mary MacEachen, pioneer settlers of Mabou, 929.2 BEA

. Benjamin, R. Allen. Obadiah Benjamin of Nova Scotia, 929.2 BEN

. Birkett, Patricia. Checklist of parish registers, 1986 = Repertoire de registres
paroissiaux, 1986, 929.3016 BIR

. Burrows, Mildred Pulsifer. The Nova Scotia Pulsifers, 929.2 BUR

. Campbell, James Albert. The Campbells of Red Islands and their kin, 929.2 CAM
Crowdis, Patricia West. Genealogy of the Mark Crowdis family of Cape Breton, Nova
Scotia, 1752-2000 and extended families: 2002 supplement, 929.2 CRO

*
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. Davison, James Doyle. William of Pleasant Valley: his family, church, and community in
nineteenth century Cornwallis Township, Kings County, Nova Scotia, 971.634 DAV
. Davison, James Doyle. Eliza of Pleasant Valley: her family, church, and community in

nineteenth century Cornwallis Township, Kings County, Nova Scotia, 971.634 DAV

. Duncanson, John V. Newport, Nova Scotia: a Rhode Island township, 929.2 DUN

. Dunlop, Allan C. Census of Nova Scotia, 1827, Census of District of Pictou, 1818, 312
CEN

. Eagles, Douglas Eaton. Lockhart families of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 929.2



EAG

Genealogical Association of Nova Scotia. Directory of members and surname research
interests, 929.3716 GEN

Genealogical Association of Nova Scotia. The Nova Scotia genealogist, 929.1 NOV
Glendale Gaelic and Historical Society. Cuir is buain: a genealogical history of Glendale
and neighbouring communities, 929.2 CUI

Godwin, Catherine A. Angus McKinnon: pioneer settler of Northside East Bay, 929.2
GOD

Gould, Helen Weaver. Corbett family history: descendants of the pioneer, David Corbett,
of Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia; including the family of his wife, Elizabeth
MacKenzie, 929.3 GOU

Haliburton, Gordon. Family ties: the ancestral and familial connections of Thomas
Chandler Haliburton, 929.2 HAL

Haliburton, Gordon. The story of the Rev. Duncan Ross, pioneer minister in Pictou, Nova
Scotia; with a genealogy of some of his descendants, 929.2 HAL

Hind, Henry Youle. Sketch of the old parish burying ground of Windsor, Nova Scotia,
with an appeal for its protection, ornamentation, and preservation, 718 HIN

Hoar, William S. By way of New England: Hoar and Newcomb pioneers in America,
929.20971 HOA

Holder, Jean M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1823-1828, 929.2
NOV

Holder, Jean M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1829-1834, 929.2
NOV

Holder, Jean M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1840-1843, 929.2
NOV

Holder, Jean M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1844-1847,929.2
NOV

Holder, Jean M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1848-1851, 929.2
NOV

Holder, Jean M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1852-1854, 929.2
NOV

Holton, Graham S. Discover your Scottish ancestry: Internet and traditional resources,
929.1 HOL

Howard, Mildred. Early Cape Breton newspapers: Volumes 1-5,929.37169 HOW
Howard, Mildred. Census of Cape Breton Island, Province of Nova Scotia, 1838-1841,
92937169 HOW

Hubley, Grace L. Nova Scotia vital statistics from newspapers, 1835-1839, 929.2 NOV
Jackson, Elva E. Cape Breton and the Jackson kith and kin, 929.2 JAC

Jacquard, Carol. The Argyle Township books (Nova Scotia): record book, 929.371631
JAC

Macauley, Sheila Hubbard. The Hubbard family of Nova Scotia, 929.2 MACA
MacCormack, John R. Highland heritage and freedom's quest: three centuries of
MacCarmaics in Ireland, Scotland, Prince Edward Island and West Lake Ainslie, Nova
Scotia, 929.2 MACC

McCormick, A. James. The Presbyterian witness and evangelical advocate: vital
statistics, 1848-1887,929.3716 PRE
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MacDonald, Donald. Cape North and vicinity: pioneer families, history and chronicles,
including Pleasant Bay, Bay St. Lawrence, Aspy Bay, White Point, New Haven and Neil's
Harbour, 929.2 MACD

MacDonald, John Y. Clan Donald and Angus of Cape Breton, 929.2 MACD
McGillivray, Francis Xavier. Family history of Donald McGillivray and his descendents,
929.2 MCG

McKay, Karen E. The 1838 census index of Halifax County, Nova Scotia, 929.371622
MCK

MacLeod, W. Allan. McLeod family history: the story of the McLeod family from
Galloway, Scotland from 1770 to 2001, 929.2 MACL

MacMillan, A. J. 4 west wind to East Bay: a short history and a genealogical tracing of
the pioneer families of the East Bay area of Cape Breton, 929.2 MACM

MacMillan, A. J. To the Hill of Boisdale: a short history and a genealogical tracing of
the pioneer families of Boisdale, Cape Breton, and the surrounding areas, 929.2 MACM
MacMillan, Arnold J. The pioneers and descendants of Eastern Nova Scotia during the
1800s and early 1900s,929.371621 MACM

McNeil, Maureen Burton. Early Sullivans of Cape Breton, 1800-1850, 929.2 MCN
Macvicar, Wayne., Obituaries from the Sydney post-record 929.37169 MACV

Marble, Allan Everett. Deaths, burials, and probate of Nova Scotians, 1800-1850, from
primary resources, 929.3716 MAR

Marble, Allan Everett. A catalogue of published genealogies of Nova Scotia families,
929.2 MAR

Melanson, Marg. The Melanson story: Acadian family, Acadian times, 929.2 MEL
Nicholson, Malcolm John. Genealogy of the Neil MacLeod family Cape Breton pioneers
from Isle of Lewis, Scotland, 1700's - 2005, 929.2 NIC

Nickerson, Richard. Index to A history of Barrington Township and vicinity: Shelburne
County, Nova Scotia, 1604-1870: with a biographical and genealogical appendix,
971.624 NIC

Nowlan, Alfred W. The Kirbys of England who migrated to Massachusetts and Nova
Scotia, 1470-1992, from whom our mother, Laura Jane Kirby, descended, 929.2 NOW
Nowlan, Alfred W. The Nowlans of Guysborough County, 1783-1990: as revealed to me,
929.2 NOW

Public Archives Canada. Manuscript Division. Checklist of parish registers, 929.3016
PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Annapolis County, 929.3016 PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. City of Halifax, 929.3016 PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Colchester County, 929.3016 PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Guysborough County, 929.3016 PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Kings County, 929.3016 PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Lunenburg County, 929.3016 PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Pictou County, 929.3016 PUB

Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Genealogical sources for Halifax County, 929.3016
PUB

Punch, Terrence M. Genealogical research in Nova Scotia, 929.1 PUN

Punch, Terrence M. In which county?: Nova Scotia surnames from birth registers, 1864
to 1877, 929.1 PUN



. Punch, Terrence M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1769-1812,

929.2 NOV

. Punch, Terrence M. Nova Scotia vital statistics from Halifax newspapers, 1813-1822,
929.2 NOV

. Robichaud, Marie-Colombe. The Robichauds in Acadia and the historical account of the

family business U.J. Robichaud and Son, Ltd, 929.2 ROB

. Ross, Joseph R. Thomas Ross Sr., 1774-1849: loyalist & mariner, 921 ROS
Scott, Erna Jean MacDonald. The MacPhersons of Marion Bridge, 929.2 SCO

. Sealey, Donna Byard. Colored Zion: the history of Zion Baptist Church & the Black
community of Truro, Nova Scotia, 286.1711612 SEA

. Smith, Eleanor. Alexander & Agness Hogg and their descendants: a Hogg family of Nova
Scotia, 929.2 SMI

S Smith, Leonard H. Nova Scotia immigrants to 1867, 929.3716 SMI
Smith, Perley W. History of Port Hood and Port Hood Island: with the genealogy of the
Smith family, 1610-1967, 929.2 SMI

. St. Clair, James O. Birth records of central and western Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia,
1820's and 1830's: from baptism records kept by Rev. John MacLennan, 929.37169 STC
. Stevens, Maynard G. Where they rest in peace: a guided tour of seven historic cemeteries

in Kings County, Nova Scotia, 929.509716 STE

. Szick, Lark Blackburn. Ross family genealogy, 929.2 ROS

. Szick, Lark Blackburn. Sparling Musgrave & other related Loyalist families of Cape
Breton Island, 929.37169 SZ1

. Szick, Lark Blackburn. Settlers of northern Cape Breton, 1800-1996, 929.37169 SZI1

. Trask, Deborah E. The Myers family of Jeddore, 929.2 TRA

. Trask, Gwen Guiou. Elias Trask, his children and their succeeding race: the Trasks of
Nova Scotia, 929.2 TRA

. Wentzell, Kathryn L. V. Klopp. Wilhelm Wentzell family of Nova Scotia and beyond,
1705-2003, 929.2 WEN

. Whyte, Donald. 4 dictionary of Scottish emigrants to Canada before Confederation,
971.0049163 WHY
. Williams, Fred. Up country Cape Breton: an index to events in rural Cape Breton as

reported by the Sydney record: 1900-1930, 971.695 WIL

. Wilson, John Archibald Campbell. John Campbell (1798-1883) of Troy, Cape Breton:
teacher, farmer colporteur, elder, 929.2 WIL

S Wright, Esther Clark. Planters and pioneers: Nova Scotia: 1749 to 1775, 929.3716 WRI

Videos and DVDs

Video’s and DVD’s can also be valuable tools in the research process.

. Video reflections: how-to tape & interview your relatives, 929.1 VID



Websites

Here are some websites that you may find useful (the library is not responsible for the content of
external websites).

. An Acadian Parish Remembered
http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/cap/acadian/

. Beaton Institute - Genealogical Research
http://beaton.cbu.ca/research.html

. Canadian Genealogy Centre
http://www.lac-bac.gc.ca/genealogy/index-e.html

. Canadian Genealogy Links
http://www.generations.on.ca/genealogy-links.htm

. Cape Breton Island Obituaries
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nscpbret/CBIOBITS/gryindex.htm

. Cape Breton Roots
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~capstick/

. Chinese Canadian Genealogy
http://www.vpl.ca/ccg/index.html

. Embassy Washington - Information Center - Genealogy
http://geo.international.gc.ca/can-am/washington/reference/genealogy-en.asp

. Genealogical Research - Nova Scotia Archives & Records Management
http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/genealogy/

. Historical Vital Statistics
https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com

. Immigrants to Canada in Nineteenth Centure - Ships
http://www.ist.uwaterloo.ca/~marj/genealogy/thevoyage.html

. McLennans of Petersfield
http://www.cbrl.ca/mclennans/index.html

. The Nova Scotia Genealogy Network Association
http://nsgna.ednet.ns.ca/

. Service Nova Scotia - Vital Statistics - Genealogy
http://www.gov.ns.ca/snsmr/vstat/history.asp

. Our Cape Breton Genealogy Link to Resources

http://fortress.uccb.ns.ca/Search/Gene.html




